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: ¢ VC Policy On Treatment Of Allied [: i

SUBJECT
, POW's, Punishment For Violators, DATE OF REPORT '+ 2L/10/6% .%//
Y.

) Medical Treatment Available to POW's
DATE OF INFO : 196l ~ 7 January 1967. ‘ NO. OF PAGES : 2
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: " SUMMARY :

i \YC were told to treat prisoncrs of war (POW's ) well and to blve them sufflclent
food; soldiers could not beat or insult prisoners. NVA units upheld these
regulationg, but local VC militia and guerrillas committed numerous violations. K
Cadres who violated orders were first demoted.and .then transferred; soldiers :
were first criticised and then gent for ra-sducation. ARMY' OF VIETNAM! ARVN)

. POW's were subjected to i1phousht returnt and were released when they were

~~ believed to be converted “to the VO mode of thinking. Medisral traatment for
AMlied POW's on the bautlefleid consisved of bandaging, injections of Vitamin
K to stop bleedlnh, pen101lllh 1ngsctlous and blood transfusions. '
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VC units 1in ve Military Region IV were ‘bold,
treat U.8, POW's well, and to provide them with s2ufficient. food (quant; iies
unknown). The VC had the right to confiscate n prisonor's weapon, butb not
his personal belongings unless a list was made in order to ensure that

the items wers returned when the prisoner was released. The VC were not
permitted to beat or insult the POW's, and they were to give them the same '
‘amount, of food ag wag given the VC soldiers., There was to be strict enfor-

7. cement of the policies; however, the NVA units upheld them, but the local lG
" VOmilitia and guerrillas committed ﬁ?)(q

as of Jauuary 1.7, to

numerous violations of the rules. These reports of 11l -treatment by others
“were used to teach the men howrto,act;properly towards POW!s, '

demoted for the first offense and transferred if ' )
he committed a second offense,

When a soldier stole from a POW or beat I
him, the first time he was ori

ticized in front of the unit; for the second
" offense he was sent to be re-educated., After tw

 ‘transferred to a Rear Servic
_ offense was also noted in hi

‘0 otewrrences, the man was
85 unit and not allowed to be in combab. The

§ records, and his case was publicized as an
-example for others. 13
= D " Yin one case, & soldier h.d b, sin {a}@
a GVN.POW because he had not raised his hands when ordereds The solider

was_subsequently oriticised at company and battalion levels aml sen’ for
& onerweek re-educationh course at

company level., The duration of the
__ toursq depended on the.sopiousness of the violation, but the usyal length was
. -one-wgek at the company, and was condunted by the political olficer. In
- another case, when a soldier was not polite to a U.S,
" plained about havin

priacner .l com~
g to care for him during evacuation from the battieficld,
“he was sent for similar re-training. - - -

ARVN POW's underwent a two-week to three

which .they were released if it was. felt

mistake in following the GVN. If, during the re -educaticn, they attempted

to escape, the DProcess was begun again, until the individual w.s persuaded

to believe in the VG line of thinking. ATter that they were frue to choosc

- whsther to go to GVN, or V¢, controlled areas. However, if U.S., Kcrean,

== Tor other Allied troops tried to escape, shey were send to kighz:v _hezdquarters

in sy [ _ for thought reform and interrogation
: —t The U.S. and other POW's wore shot while e

- did not heed the warning of the VC to stop.

-month thought reform course after
that they were convineed of ‘their

" la Medical treatment on the battlefield for Allied POW's consisted of
_,hinject}ons of Vitamin K to sto

bandaging,
blood s transfusions, if necoss

p the bleeding, penicillin injections and

ary. The bLlood plasme wag obtained from the

medical or anization?of the Military Region concernad; it was purchased

in Saigon _:ig 2nd was of French orlgin. The 7

Vitamin K and peniéillin were also bought in Saigon and were of .French "3{&){4) ‘

. origin, The process of baying theso medigal supplies took 15 to 29 days, :
and it was a difficult procedure due to the problems the traders had in

- Concealing the items while transporting them. Ag of Janvary 196¢ Mh IV had

- a shortage of penicillin, vitamins and the other more expensiva drugs; -
... Teserves were low, becauge the itoms were difficult to obtaine A medic of

7 -the MR IV Political and Military Training School. said that the ;abels of

~ <. gome drugs were in English, and that these had been bought in Sajgon and

.77 supplied to .the unit by MR IV headq arters.
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2, Two captured US Pilots,

a. On 9 Oct 66, l
CHI 110 YEN THUY Dist, HOA BINH Prov, NVN
500 hours three F~1058 (identlfled from ings )

began circling over the village-:
The plancs

circled five or six times and i‘ired one rocket. A small thatched food stand "?/Q

(5 x 8 meters) was destroyed., There were no injuries, since all were in the
shelters, MNo other ordinancc was known to have been expended while they werec
in the shelters. ’}the three planes wer

probably searching Lor the two other F~1058 that had been shot domm near bhe

"y

village earlier that afternoom. They did not say how bhe planes had been shot-

down, but did say that two of the pilobts had been captured not far from the
village (location wnknown), The villagers mentioned that they had
traveled by b}.cyz:le s to the wreckage of one of the plenes to pick up pleces
of metal and wire for their pe'rsonal use, They saw no bodies in the wreckage.

b. At 1900 hours that day,%

heading toward NHO QUAN Dist, NAM DINH Prov, NVN, At the side of the road

— —leading out of CHI LE Vil, YEN THUY Digt, HOA BINH Prov, NVN, one Jeep and

one military canvas covered truck, were parked. A'group of 10 civilians

from the village weve gathered sbout two US pllots. The peéople were .kept -

five meters distant from the pilots, by five or six guards, The prisoners
were followed closely by three armed guards, one on each side and one a
.- distance of one meter behind, The flanking guards each carried one AK-l7.
" The prisoners were kept three meters apart by the guards, The rear guard

; "J'edrried a pistol. The unit and ranks of the guards could not be distinguished

because of darknesa,| The prisoners wers belng escorted to the jeep mentioned

above. They get intp the back seat dnd vhe two guards armed with AK-L7s sat

"down on either side of the prisoners. A-driver and the pistol armed guard sat

in the front seat, The remalning goaxds gob inte the canvas_c¢qQvered truck

mentionsd above,. _ ; The prisoners

wire approximalely 1,7 meters tall, Thcw wera wearwg whité
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v "shirts and dark pa
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ts were taller
no further info

. of the prisoners due to
~ * to be in good physical condition,

nts.

They wore no hats and had combat boots on,
than their Vietnamese captors, ‘
rmation regarding the physical description 7
darkness;” however, the prisoners appeared . (9/(4}
(No further information, -
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